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PREFACE.

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE has many charms for the Antiquafy

and the Historian. Few other counties contain more
historic seats, or can boast of a longer list of distinguished
sons who have left their mark on the pages of our country’s
annals. Statesmen, poets, patriots, heroes of the sword
and of the pen, have made their home amid the hills
and dales of this delightful county; and many great
events in the history of England have taken place upon
its soil. It has been the aim of the authors of these
“ Memorials ” to record the chief objects of interest con-
nected with the county, although they are conscious that
they have by no means exhausted the rich stores ot
historical treasure which Buckinghamshire affords. The
Editor desires to express his gratitude to the writers who
have so kindly co-operated with him in the preparation
of this volume. One gentleman, the representative of
one of the oldest families in Buckinghamshire, the Rev.
Randolph Pigott, has bcen called away from carth since
his brief chapters on thc history of thc county which he
loved were written. His last composition will have a
pathetic interest for his many friends. To the other
authors who have contributed to this volume the Editor
begs to offer his most grateful thanks, and he trusts that
their labours will meet with thc approbation of all who
reverence antiquity and love the traditions and historical
associations of Old Buckinghamshire.

‘ P. H. D.

Barkkam Rectory,
November, 19or.
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HISTORIC BUCKS.

By THE EDITOR.

MIERIVATIONS are often deceptive, and Camden’s

Bl theory that the name of the county is derived
from the Saxon Boc, Bucken, Boccen, or Buccesn,
signifying beech-trees, is certainly doubtful
Spelman’s conjecture that Buccen has reference to the
bucks, or deer, is equally open to objection; and Lyson’s.
idea that the name is derived from Boc or Bock, signifying
book or charter, and that “ Bucking” means Charter-
meadow, and “ham ” a home or mansion, is quite untenable.
The syllable izg is certainly a patronymic; Bock, or Buck,
was evidently the name of some Saxon chieftain, who,
with his children, freedmen and neighbours, formed a clan
and settled at Buckingham, which thus became “ the home-
stead of the family of Bock,” and from which ultimately
the shire took its name ®

But many things had happened in this part of England
before Bock came with his Saxon followers. In British
times it was occupied by the powerful tribe of the
Catyeuchlani, or Cattuellani, whose neighbours, the Dobuni,
in Oxfordshire, they had brought under subjection. Their
territory included, besides Buckinghamshire, the shires of
Bedford, Hertford, and Huntingdon. One of their chief
towns was Urolanium, or Verulam, near St. Albans, and
Cassivallaunus, who so bravely withstood the Roman

* A tribe called the Bucinobantes, or Bucci, dwelt on the Rhine. They
probably landed near Yarmouth, where there is a place called Buckenham.
Thence they travelled inland, and eventually found their resting-place in the
county which now bears their name.
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legions, was probably their chieftain. Roman writers
themselves bear witness to the skill and daring of this
great leader, who formed plans of operations, contrived
stratagems and surprises which would have done honour
to the greatest captains of Greece and Rome. At length,
deserted by his neighbouring chiefs, defeated at his strong-
hold of Urolanium, he was forced to make terms with the
conqueror Casar, who not very reluctantly withdrew with
his army to Gaul. Legendary history relates that the great
battle between the Britons, led by the two sons of
Kymbeline, and the Romans under Claudius, was fought
on the Chilterns at Great Kimble, when Guiderius, the
elder of the brothers, was slain. Geoffrey of Monmouth
has much to say concerning this battle, but as his account
is mythical, we need not stay to consider it. The British
camp, called Kimble, or Kunobeline’s Castle, remains near
Ellesborough, and Fancy may people it with kings and
courtiers surrounded with the splendour of “ barbaric pearl
and gold,” and associate it with the joys and sorrows of
the fair Imogen. There is also a British camp at Choles-
bury, and also at West Wycombe, Hawridge, Burnham,
and other places. Hundreds of coins of Cunobeline or
Cymbeline -were found at Whaddon Chase.

The most important of the British remains in the county
is Grim’s Dike, which consists of a rampart of earth and a
ditch, and extends from Verulam (St. Albans), in Hert-
fordshire, crossing part of the Chiltern Hills, entering
Bucks near Aston Clinton, crossing the Iknield-way, near
Wendover, until it enters Berks near Cookham. This
vast earthwork was probably made by the Celts as a great
tribal boundary, possibly as a defence against the Belge.
It is mentioned in the records of Ashridge monastery (¢emp.
Henry IIL), in the description of a road which is said to
pass ad quoddam fossatum quod dicitur Grimes-dich.
The name was given to it by the Saxons, who, on behold-
ing this stupendous earthwork, attributed its construction
to the agency of the Devil or Grim. The Port-way, near
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Stone, and proceeding to Aylesbury and Thame, is an old
British road, and also the famous Iknield Street, or road
of the Iceni, which extends from the Norfolk coast to
Cornwall, passing through Bucks, through Edlesborough,
Tring, Drayton-Beauchamp, Wendover, Great Kimble,
Culverton, and enters Oxfordshire near Chinnor. Along
this road doubtless travelled the brave Queen of the Iceni,
Boadicea, and her warriors, to attack the Romans, and
avenge her nation’s wrongs. Akeman Street also went
through the county, passing through Stony Stratford and
Buckingham, and thence to Newport and Bedford. Watling
Street is still preserved in the road from Brickhill to Stony
Stratford.

Roman remains are very plentiful in the county, and
mark well the footsteps of the conquerors. They included
the county in the province of Flavia Casariensis. There
was a Roman camp at Stony Stratford, on the Watling
Street, and an urn filled with the coins of Carausius and
Alectus was dug up at Steeple Claydon. At High
Wycombe a beautifully tesselated pavement was found,
which was about four feet square, having the figure of a
wild beast in the centre, with borders curiously ornamented.
Coins of Antoninus Pius and Marcus Aurelius have also
been discovered there, and also at Turville, with pottery
and many other relics. Fenny Stratford, the ancient
Magiovintum, was the only Roman station, and lies on the
. road which extended from Verulam (St. Albans) to
Lactodorum (Towcester). Here many coins, buildings,
and other Roman relics, have been discovered. There was
also a Roman camp at Brill, and along the course of the
Roman road spear heads and other traces of the conquerors
have been found. In fact, evidences of the Roman occupa-
tion are to be found everywhere—Mentmore, Kimble,
Ashendon, Snelshall, Ellesborough, Aston Clinton, Monks
Risborough, Princes Risborough, Whaddon, Wing, and
numerous other places—evidently showing that the
Romans appreciated the beauties of the Vale of Aylesbury,
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and loved to plant their villas replete with the treasures of
art and luxury.

Of the coming of the Saxons we have many evidences.
The West Saxons, under Cerdic and Cynric, landed on the
coast of Hampshire in 495, and marched inland, pillaging
and ravaging as they went. Their progress was checked
at Mount Badon by the Britons. For thirty years the tide
of conquest was stayed ; then Cynric advanced his warriors
and carried all before him. The vales of Berkshire and
Surrey were overrun. Perhaps it was at Chearsley that
Cynric fought against the Britons of Bucks and overcame
them, slaying both small and great, leaving not a single
soul alive, as Ethelwerd wrote in his chronicle. However,
it was not till 571 that the West Saxons, under King
Cuthwulf, made themselves masters of the districts which
now form Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire, crushing the
League of the Four Towns, Eynsham, Bensington, Ayles-
bury, and Lenborough, and including them in the kingdom
of Wessex. They established themselves in the conquered
country, planting their settlements, cultivating their fields,
calling their lands after their own names. Nearly all the
names of the towns and villages are Saxon.

But the West Saxons had other enemies besides the
Britons. There was the great Mercian kingdom, which
bounded Wessex on the north, and Oxfordshire and Bucks
often changed possessors. Penda, King of Mercia, often
fought with Kynegil, King of Wessex, until at length they
grew weary of fighting and made peace. Then came
St. Berinus bringing the message of peace to the savage
Saxons, baptized Kynegil at Dorchester, where he fixed
his episcopal See, and extended his pastoral care to the
region of Bucks and Mercia. Buckinghamshire has its
saints. There was St. Rumbald, son of the King of
Northumbria by a daughter of Penda, born at King’s
Sutton, Oxfordshire, who lived only three days, yet
preached to the people at Brackley, and was finally buried
at Buckingham, where a shrine was erected, to which great
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resort was made by pilgrims. There was also St. Osyth,
who, according to Wynkyn de Worde, was born at
Quarrendon, being the daughter of Frithwald, the first
Christian king of the East Angles, and of Wilburga, his
wife, who was the daughter of the Pagan Penda, King of
Mercia. She was entrusted to the care of St. Modwen,
at Polesworth. One day she was sent by her aunt St.
Eaditha with a book to St. Modwen, and fell into the river,
and was drowned. After being in the water three days,
the legend states that she was restored to life by the
prayers of St. Modwen. St. Osyth was betrothed to
Sighere, King of Wessex, and on the day of her marriage
took the veil, lived a life of sanctity, and became Abbess
of Chich, in- Essex. Two Danish pirates, Inguar and
Hubba, cut off her head, and she was buried at Aylesbury.
Prayers for deliverance from danger were often addressed
to her, and she was commonly known as St. Sythe.
Quarrendon also gave birth to two other saints—the aunts
of St. Osyth, St. Eaditha, Abbess of Polesworth, and St.
Edburg, who gave her name to Adderbury and Elles-
borough. They were both buried at Aylesbury, the
Agilsbury of the Saxons, which derives its name from
“ Eglwys "—signifying a church.

King Offa of Mercia had a palace at Winslow, and
held his court there. Moved by devotion to Almighty God,
he determined to found a monastery, and directed by
heavenly guidance, he gave his royal manor of Winslow to
his newly founded abbey of St. Albans.

It is unnecessary to record how the strife went on
between the kingdoms of ‘Mercia and Wessex, and how
often the district changed hands, until at length Egbert,
the West Saxon king, established his rule over the whole
country. But peace did not last long. The Danes began
to harass the district with many invasions. The great
Whiteleaf cross and the cross at Bledlow bear witness to
the fights when Edward the Elder defeated the ravaging
Danes at the battle of the bloody hill, and cut out the
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crosses on the chalk hill to commemorate his victories.
He built also two forts in the year 918, at Buckingham, on
each side of the river, to repel the Danish incursions, and,
moreover, dictated his own terms of peace to the Danish
chieftain, Turketil. But they soon returned to the attack,
and ravaged Buckingham, plundered the villages,
drove away the cattle, and killed many inhabitants between
Aylesbury and Bernwood forest. Again, in 941, they
came, and in 1010, when, having plundered the adjacent
country, they retreated thither to secure their stores of
treasure. Three years later, Sweyn marched along Wat-
ling Street, and allowed his soldiers to plunder the country,
burn the villages, deface the churches, and ill-use and slay
the people. Peace was at length concluded at Oxford
between the two nations, and the land had rest, Bucks
being inicluded in the Danelagh, or Danish district. The
county has several evidences of their residence in the
Danish camps which abound.

Edward the Confessor built a noted palace for himself
at Brill, where he used frequently to retire to enjoy the
pleasure of hunting in Bernwood Forest. The fame of the
“ miracle-worker ” was greatly increased by his restoring
the sight of one Wulwyn, surnamed Spillicorn, who had
been blind seventeen years, and whose eyes were opened
by the royal touch. He became keeper of the king’s
houses. The forest wherein he used to hunt was infested
by a wild boar, which was at last slain by a huntsman
named Nigel, whom the king rewarded for his service with
a grant of some lands to be held by horn-tenure. On this
land Nigel built a large manor-house, called Bore-stall, in
memory of the event through which he obtained possession.
The horn is still in existence, and is of a dark brown colour,
the ends being tipped with silver, and fitted with wreaths
of leather to hang round the neck.

Edith, the queen of Edward the Confessor, held the
manor of High Wycombe, which was famous for two
miracles wrought by St. Wulstan, and recorded by William
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of Malmesbury. By virtue of his sanctity a ruinous
house refused to fall until the saint, with his horses and
baggage, had removed from the perilous building. Six
years later, he healed, by means of a piece of gold pierced
with the head of the Holy Lance, a poor maidservant
who was afflicted with a horrible disease, which caused her
head to swell and her tongue to be enlarged to the size of
that of an ox. Ulfric, the holy Anchorite, lived at Ayles-
bury in a cell near the church, and was renowned for his
piety, devotion, and extreme abstinence. He was buried
in his oratory at Aylesbury, “in which place, to the praise
of God and glory of the saint, innumerable miracles are
performed to this day,” as Matthew Paris declared in 12350.
The coming of the Normans was sorely felt by the Saxon
thanes of Bucks, and very few retained their ancestral
homes. Wigod, the lord of Wallingford, whose daughter
was married to Robert d’Oily, was one of them, but Odo
Bishop of Bayeux, Geoffrey Bishop of Constance, Milo
Crispin, Walter Giffard, William FitzAnsculf, Geoffrey de
Mandeville, and many others, received grants of the fair
lands of the conquered, who were reduced to the position
of tenants or banished from their homes. Aylesbury was
a royal manor, and the king gave certain grants of land
on the condition that the owners should provide litter for
the king's bed whenever he should come thither. The
Palace of Edward the Confessor at Brill was used by his
Norman successors. Henry II. kept his court here in 1160,
when Thomas a Becket attended him as Chancellor, and
witnessed the granting of a charter of free warren to
Robert Bishop of Lincoln, of lands in Banbury. King
John kept Christmas here in 1205. He spent a less
pleasant time in the county on the little island opposite
Runnymede, called Magna Charta Island, where he was
forced to sign the charter of English freedom. The spot,
so famous in history, is in the parish of Wraysbury, and
is now connected with the Bucks bank of the Thames.
During the Norman period many fine churches and



8 MEMORIALS OF OLD BUCKINGHAMSHIRE.

thonasteries were founded. The noble churches of
Stewkley, Upton, Wing, Dinton, Hughenden, and \Water
Stratford, all contain Norman work. Of the monastenes,
Notley was the most important. It was founded about
the year 1162, by Walter Giffard, second Earl of Buck-
ingham, for monks of a reformed branch of the Augustine
order established at Arras. The abbey was richly endowed
by many benefactors, and Osbert was the first abbot. The
last was Richard Ridge, who, in 1537, subscnbed to the
king’s supremacy, and surrendered his abbey to Henry
VIIIL, receiving a pension of £100 per annum. Med-
menham Abbey was a Cistercian monastery, founded in
1200; John Talbot was the last abbot, in 1536, when it
was annexed to Bisham. It was subordinate to the greater
abbey of Woburn. In 1265, Richard, King of the Romans,
founded an abbey of Benedictine nuns at Burnham. Alice
Baldwin, the last abbess, yielded her house to the king,
and, together with the nuns, was recommended to the
king’s favour on account of her readiness to yield to his
measures. Bradwell Priory was founded by Manfehn, lord
of Wolverton, in 1155, as a Benedictine Priory. It was
dissolved by Papal Bull in 1526, and bestowed upon
Cardinal Wolsey, and assigned by him for the endowment
of his new college at Oxford  Another Augustinian
Priory was founded at Missenden by the D’Oyleys, and
richly endowed by the Missenden family in consequence of
a vow made upon escaping shipwreck. It shared the fate
of the other houses, and the abbot was conformable and
received a pension. At Chetwode there was a small house,
which was subsequently united with Notley; at Anker-
wycke, a small Benedictine nunnery founded in the time of
Henry II.; and at Bitlesden a Cistercian abbey founded in
1147.

The college of Bonhommes at Ashridge was founded in
the reign of Henry III, by his brother, Richard, Earl of
Cornwall, and king of the Romans, who brought back from
Germany a portion of the supposed blood of our Blessed
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Saviour, and thus caused his foundation to be held in great
reverence. There was great resort of pilgrims to Ash-
ridge, to the great advantage of the brethren. Lufheld
Priory has entirely disappeared. It was founded by
charter of Henry I, and suppressed by Pope Alexander VL
in 1491, being annexed to Westminster. A nunnery
existed at Ivanhoe, founded by Bishop Giffard in 1129,
and also at Little Marlow. A Priory of the Order of
Canons Regular of St. Augustine existed at Ravenstone,
founded by Henry III, which was given up to Cardinal
Wolsey. Lavendon possessed an Abbey of Premonstra-
tensian monks, founded by John de Bidun in the reign
of Henry IL, and Tickford, near Newport Pagnell, had a
Priory of Cluniac monks, or Black Canons, founded by
Fulk Paganell in the reign of William Rufus. This house
had a varied history, but shared the fate of the lesser
monasteries in 1525. Snelshall had a Benedictine Priory ;
Newton Longueville a Cluniac House. The Grey Friars
were established at Aylesbury, and the Knight Hospitallers
at Hogshaw. The monastic houses at North Crawley and
Gore were destroyed at an early date. There were
hospitals established at Ludgershall, Buckingham, Ayles-
bury, High Wycombe, Stony Stratford, and Newport
Pagnell. This is believed to be a complete list of all the
monastic institutions in the county.

The castles built by the Norman lords to overawe their
English subjects do not seem to have been very numerous,
and have almost entirely disappeared. There was a castle
at Buckingham built by Walter Giffard, the first Norman
Earl of Buckingham, who also held the castle of Long
Crendon. “ Castle-mead,” at Newport Pagnell, is the only
relic of the old castle built in the time of Henry I, of
which the remains were destroyed in the time of the Civil
War. It was the residence of John de Somerie, who
married the last of the Paganells. At Whitchurch formerly
stood Bolebec Castle, the ancient house of the family of
that name, which has also entirely vanished. Hanslope
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Castle, at Castlethorpe, was a strong fortress belonging to
the Maudiuts, which was held for some time against King
John. Fawkes de Breauté, the king’s favourite general,
at length captured the castle and demolished it. There
was also a castle at Lavendon, which existed in 1232, for
there is a record in the Registry of the Bishop of Lincoln
of the obligation of the Abbot of Lavendon to supply a
chaplain to officiate in the Chapel of St. Mary, in Lavendon
Castle.

During the period of the miserable misrule of Henry III,
and the ascendancy of the royal foreign favourites, there
was much confusion and many contentions. Court retainers
and foreign soldiers pillaged our English lands, and Bucks
was not spared. One Richard Sward and other foreigners
jaid waste the lands of Richard, Earl of Cornwall, at Brill,
and burnt the houses.

An early Parliament was held by Edward I in the
county in the year 1291, being assembled at the college of
Bonhommes, at Ashridge, in which were great debates
respecting the origin and use of fines and their necessity.
The same king kept Christmas here in 1290, and remained
five weeks, grieving greatly the good people of Dunstable,
who were compelled to provide provisions for the monarch
and his court. The mournful procession which accom-
panied the body of his beloved queen, Eleanor, to West-
minster rested at Stony Stratford, and there was erected
one of the beautiful Eleanor crosses, which fell a victim to
Puritan iconoclasm in 1646. Tradition associates the name
of Princes Risborough with that of Edward, the Black
Prince, who is said to have had a palace there, but of this
I can find no trustworthy evidence. He had, however, a
neighbour at Hampden, whose descendant, John, in the
days of Charles I, was evidently cast in the same mould,
and revered not kings nor princes. Of him it was said : —

¢ Tring, Wing, and Ivinghoe,
Three churches all in a row,
These manors Hampden did forego,

For striking the Black Prince a blow,
And glad he did escape so.”
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Chenies was also a Royal Palace in the reign of
Edward 1.

We have noticed that Buckinghamshire formed part of
the large diocese of Lincoln, extending from the Thames
to the Humber, and the bishops of that See had numerous
palaces in the vast area over which they ruled. One of
these episcopal palaces was at Fingest, where a noted
bishop, Henry de Burghersh, Chancellor of England, who
lived in the middle of the fourteenth century, used to
come ; and seeking to enlarge his park encroached upon
the village common. After his death this deed sorely
troubled the bishop’s rest, and caused his ghost to walk,
until at length the cause of his trouble was explained to
the canons of Lincoln, who restored the common to the
Fingest villagers. There was another episcopal palace at
Wooburn, which contained an uncomfortable chamber
called Little-Ease, for the imprisonment of heretics. Foxe,
in his “ Book of Martyrs,” states that in this room Thomas
Chase, of Amersham, was barbarously butchered by
strangling, in 1506, and was afterwards buried in Norland
Wood, between Wooburn and Little Marlow.

Lollardism found a congenial soil in the county,
and was doubtless’ strengthened at its commencement
by the presence of John Wycliffe, the great Pre-Reforma-
tion reformer, who was Vicar of Ludgershall.  Several
Lollards suffered death at Amersham, the Smithfield of
Bucks, in the year 1413.

The great educational movement and desire for learn-
ing which became manifest in the fifteenth century
influenced Buckinghamshire, and caused the foundation
of Eton. Fuller wrote:—“1It was high time some school
shouid be founded, considering how low grammar-learning
then ran in the land.” Its royal founder was Henry VI,
but William of Waynflete, afterwards Bishop of Winchester,
was the true originator of the great college, of which he
was the first headmaster. He based the statutes on those
of Winchester, which formerly he ruled. The old buildings
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were begun in 1441, and finished in‘1523, the tower and
gateway being built by Provost Lupton, who lies buried
in the chapel in a small chantry. His rebus, “ Lup,” over
a tun, appears over the door. Much of English history is
connected with Eton, where many of our most illustrious
men laid the foundations of their great career, but of these
and of the many distinguished provosts, not unknown to
history, we cannot now speak particularly.

When the royal founder of Eton was being conducted
to the tower, his youthful successor, Edward IV, was
smitten with the charms of Dame Elizabeth Woodville,
or Grey, the widow of a slain Lancastrian.  Tradition
states that the lovers first met near Stony Stratford,
where the “ Queen’s Oak” still stands. There also the
avowed enemy of the Woodvilles, Richard, Duke of
Gloucester, seized the young King Edward V. and his
brother, with several of his supporters, and conveyed them
to the Tower.

During the troublous times of the Reformation there
were several martyrdoms in Bucks, and Amersham was the
great centre of the reformers. One William Tylesworth
was burnt there in 1506, and a few years later John
Scrivener suffered a like fate, A peculiar barbarity was
added to these proceedings by the compulsion of the chil-
dren of the sufferers to light the fire. Perhaps the cruelty
of these proceedings was the cause of that deep-seated
Puritanism which characterised the Bucks people, and
made the county the stronghold of the anti-royalist party
in the great struggle of the following century.

As we have seen, all the monastic houses were plundered
and destroyed during the time of the Great Pillage, and
the monks and nuns turned adrift. We find Dr. London,
the iniquitous agent of the king, very busy in these parts,
suppressing monasteries, turning out the poor dwellers,
and collecting a vast store of relics, silver and gold vessels
and ornaments and other valuables. He writes from
Reading, in 1538:—*“I have occasion for my colledg
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besynes to go by Aylisbery and Bedford thys next week,
and as I suppose by Northampton. In all thees places be
howsys of firyers. If it be my lordes pleasur I will dispache
them quyckly, flor seying they wold fayne be abrode yt
were pytie to stay them. And in dyvers of thees howsys
moche ydolytrie have been usyd, and the people sore
abuysd.” It must have been a “sight gude for sore eyne”
for the dispossessed and persecuted monks to have seen Dr.
London, in the hour of his disgrace, riding on an ass, facing
its tail, with his feet tied beneath the animal, the object of
derision and ill-usage all the way from Oxford to Reading.

We find John Knox preaching in the Amersham pulpit
on the eve of the return of the Papal power, “ warning the
faithful in England against the approaching retribution
for the giddy ways of the past years.” At this time the
Princess Elizabeth was residing at Ashridge, in the deserted
college of the Bonhommes, and here she was seized and con-
veyed to the Tower, on account of her supposed connection
with the conspiracy of Sir Thomas Wyatt. She pleaded
illness, and declared that she could not leave her bed ; but
the soldiers were relentless, and carried her off in a litter.
When she came to the throne she frequently came to
Bucks during her royal progress, and stayed at Whaddon,
Wooburn and Quarrendon.

Quarrendon was the scene of many knightly tourna-
ments. Sir Henry Lee, the lord of that place, during the
queen’s first visit, held a tournament on the anniversary of
her accession, and on appearing in the lists made a vow of
chivalry that he would maintain the honour, beauty, and
worth of his royal mistress against all comers every year.
Following his example, a society of Knights-Tilters was
formed, and held a tournament every year, with much pomp
and rejoicing. When Sir Henry Lee could no longer fill
with dignity the office of queen’s champion, on account of
the infirmities of age, he resigned his post with much
courtly ceremonial to the Earl of Cumberland, in the tilt-
yard at Quarrendon, while choirs sang verses, and vestal
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virgins handed gifts to the queen, and the old days of
chivalry seemed to have returned. |

One of the victims of Elizabeth’s jealousy was her cousin,
Lady Mary Grey, who was imprisoned for a long period at
Chequers Court for venturing to marry Thomas Keys.

The Gunpowder Plot is connected with the county by
the person of Sir Everard Digby, who owned the manor
of Gayhurst. He would certainly have forfeited his pro-
perty to the Crown, had he not, with great precaution,
settled his estates on his infant son, afterwards Sir Kenelm
Digby, who was famous for his fight against the Venetians,
and his philosophical writings. At Gayhurst Sir Everard
frequently entertained Guy Fawkes and the leaders of the
conspiracy, who used to assemble in the attic, where was
an oratory, and devise their plots. Sir Everard, though not
an actual actor in the conspiracy, contributed largely to the
expenses, and was taken in open rebellion, and hung,
drawn, and quartered in 1606.

Buckinghamshire played a distinguished part in the
Parliamentary wars, and was consistent in its opposition
to the Royalists. The first notes of the coming strife were
sounded by a Bucks squire, John Hampden, who resisted
so stoutly the payment of ship-money. So popular was he
amongst the farmers and gentry, that when it was proposed
to arrest him they organised a demonstration before the
king at Hampton Court, and vowed to protect him. When
hostilities commenced he was the first to organise the
militia. But a bullet at Chalgrove Field ended his career,
and deprived the Parliamentarians of one of their ablest
supporters.

The history of the Civil War in Bucks tells us of a few
great fights. It was one of the first counties to form an
association for mutual defence on the side of the Par-
liament. The king had a garrison at Brill, which Hampden
attacked in vain in 1642. Aylesbury was the chief garrison
of the Parliament, and Oxford the headquarters of the
king; early in 1643 the Royalists agreed not to come
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nearer to Aylesbury ‘than Brill, while the Parliamentarians
promised not to approach Oxford nearer than Aylesbury.
Newport Pagnell was garrisoned for the king, but when
threatened by Essex, Sir Lewis Dyve abandoned the
town. Brill was also deserted by the King’s troops.
Prince Rupert endeavoured to stem the tide of
reverses by attacking High Wycombe, but without avail,
and Aylesbury continued to be the rendezvous of the army
of the Parliament, where Essex took up his quarters for
some time, and was engaged in watching the king at
Oxford. In 1644, the tide of battle flowed in favour of the
king’s foes, and Marston Moor was the death-blow of the
Royalists in the north. In Bucks, however, the king
enjoyed a series of brilliant and unexpected successes.
He defeated Waller at Cropredy Bridge, fixed his quarters
at Buckingham, and Boarstall House was garrisoned for
the king, and though evacuated and taken by the Parlia-
mentary army, was gallantly re-captured by Colonel Gage,
Greenland House also endured a severe siege, and
ultimately surrendered to General Browne. The bravery
of some of the Royalists was remarkable ; and the gallant
defence of Boarstall House, like that of Donnington Castle,
in Berks, and of Basing House, is one of the brightest
incidents in the Civil War. For two years the faithful
garrison held on, besieged by Skippon and Fairfax and
all the forces of the Parliament; though fighting for a
falling cause, dispirited by the news of Naseby and other
reverses, they defended their shot-ridden walls, and only
when their king had yielded himself to his foes did they
surrender, having earned the respect of friends and foes
alike. The fall of Boarstall was the end of the struggle in
Buckinghamshire.

The county continued to follow the fortunes of the Par-
liament, and was wonderfully “ kept in awe ” (as a Royalist
rector observed) by the presence of Roundhead leaders
and their relations, and “became exceedingly zealous and
very fanatical.” One gallant Bucks Royalist, Sir Edmund
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Verney of Claydon, standard-bearer of Charles I, had
laid down his life for his sovereign at Edgehill, “and
almost in sight of his home and all he cared for, this good,
brave man passed away, while his body was buried among
the host of unnamed dead who had spilt their blood
fruitlessly in that dismal quarrel”

Before his flight to the continent Charles II. found
a refuge at Latimer House, where he was entertained by
the Countess of Devonshire. Most of the gentry of
Buckinghamshire, being of Parliamentary - tendencies,
securely kept their seats during the Commonwealth period,
and very few were dispossessed at the Restoration. Some
of the regicides retired here to end their days, amongst
whom may be mentioned Thomas Scott, at one time
member for Aylesbury; Simon Mayne, of Dinton; and
a curious creature named Bigg, whom popular tradition
declared to have been the actual executioner of Charles I.
Buckinghamshire must have contained a very large num-
ber of regicides, as at least thirty of the men who were
concerned with the king’s trial and death were connected
with families belonging to the county.

John Hampden, the grandson of the patriot, was one
of the conspirators connected with the Rye House Plot,
and narrowly escaped the fate of Lord William Russell
and Algernon Sydney. He was tried by Judge Jeffreys,
found guilty, kept a long time in prison, and fined £40,000.
After his liberation he joined the rebellion of the Duke
of Monmouth, was tried for treason, but on pleading guilty
was pardoned. He promoted the accession of William III.
to the English throne, but ultimately became melancholy
mad, and committed suicide in 16g6.

In more recent times Hartwell became famous as the
residence of the exiled Louis XVIII, who, with his queen
and court, there found a refuge from his turbulent subjects.
There his queen died. Many of the beech trees in the
grounds still bear traces of French mottoes carved in
their bark by the royal exiles, and the house contains many
mementos of their sojourn.
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The stewardship of the Chiltern Hundreds is associated
with many events in the history of our Parliamentary
annals, in connection with the retirement of members.
The duties of the office originally were to protect travellers
and inhabitants of the district from the lawless bands of
robbers who roamed the wild hills. Though the thieves
have gone the office remains, and is bestowed upon
members of Parliament who wish to resign their seats,
which they can only do by the occupation of some Crown
office. The Chilterns are, therefore, associated with the
closing scenes of many an honourable career.

No other events of historical interest have taken place
on Bucks soil; but the county has been remarkable on
account of the very large number of literary men, dis-
tinguished statesmen, poets, and men of letters, who have
made it their home, sojourned in its beautiful country
seats, and made them famous by their writings. In
another chapter on “Literary Bucks,” many of these
illustrious names will be noted, and we will not repeat
them now. Few counties can rival Buckinghamshire in
literary pre-eminence. Statesmen like Edmund Burke
and Lord Beaconsfield have loved to live in its secluded
vales, and make their homes in this delightful county.
Bucks can boast of no great towns, no thriving centres of
industry and enterprise. But it has been connected, as
we have seen, with many of the chief events in English
history ; it can boast of many noble and illustrious families,
somec few of whom have retained their seats since the
Norman Conquest, through all the vicissitudes which time
has caused; and in the spheres of literature and states-
manship Buckinghamshire may ever be proud of its many
great and distinguished sons.



MEDMENHAM ABBEY.
By MRrs. EMILY J. CLIMENSON.

N the Buckinghamshire bank of the river Thames,
some four and a half miles from Henley-on-
Thames, stands the remains of the Cistercian
Abbey called Medmenham, alike famous for its
reminiscences of a pious foundation, dated from a very
early period, and infamous from the more recent pranks
of the sham monks of St. Francis, a/ias the “ Hell Fire
Club,” who travestied the life and habit of their pious
predecessors.

The first information we gain of Medmenham
is this: Hugh de Bolebec, son of Osberne de Bolebec,
and near relation of William the Conqueror, accompanied
that monarch on his invasion of England; amongst the
many manors bestowed on him by the Conqueror was
Medmenham ; here, on a height commanding magnificent
views of the river and surrounding country, De Bolebec
built a castle, which, judging from the remaining earth-
works and their large circumference, must have been a
mighty stronghold. The remains of the earthworks can
be traced in the wood that hangs over the present high
road to Marlow, on the left-hand side, between the high
road and States Farm, and must not be confounded with
the ancient camp and horse-shoe fosses of the Danes in
Danesfield hard by.
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The account of Medmenham in Domesday translated 1s
as follows:—* Hugh de Bolebec holds Medmenham, and
is taxed for ten hides. There is ten carrucates; in demesne
four hides; and there are two plough lands, and ten
villeins, with eight copyholders having eight ploughs. There
are four servants, a fishery of 1,000 eels, pasture for all
the plough teams, wood for 50 hogs. For all dues it
is worth a hundred shillings; in the reign of the Confessor
eight pounds. Westan, a thane of that monarch, held this
manor, and could sell it to whom he pleased. The same
Hugh holds Broch for one hide. There is one plough
land, for which there is a plough with a villein, and two
copyholders. It was always worth 10 shillings. Odo,
a tenant of Brietric’s, held this land, and could sell it.”
Altogether Hugh de Bolebec owned thirteen lordships.
He had two sons, Hugh and Walter. Hugh de Bolebec
the second founded the Abbey of Woburn, in Bedford-
shire, for Cistercian monks, A.D. 1145. He gave Med-
menham to be a cell to that abbey, but as Medmenham
Abbey was not finally built till January the 3rd, 1200,
in the second year of King John, and after Hugh’s death,
it has probably given rise to the erroneous opinion that
‘Walter, his brother and successor, had been the original
donor. In a MS. in the Ashmolean collection, Hugh de
Bolebec is mentioned as being present at and attesting
the endowment of Notley Abbey, Oxon, the gift of his
relations, Walter Giffard and his wife, Ermingard, Earl
and Countess of Buckingham, in AD. 1164, and he
probably died soon after. He was much beloved and
venerated, we are told, by the religious orders. His brother
Walter appears to have been an equal benefactor to the
Church, and piously carried out his brother’s wishes in
building the abbey at Medmenham ; he also founded an
abbey for the Premonstratensian order at Blanch Landa
(alias Blanchlands), Northumberland, dedicated to Saint
Mary. He had no son, but a daughter, who married
Robert de Vere, afterwards Earl of Oxford.
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The Abbey of Medmenham was dedicated to St. Mary.
The Cistercian order took their name from Citeaux, a
village in the Diocese of Chalons, founded by Robert,
abbot of Molesme, in Burgundy, where he endeavoured
to revive the decaying discipline of the rule of Saint
Benedict. St. Bernard, visiting Citeaux with some thirty
companions, enrolled themselves as monks of the order,
and supported the strict discipline enjoined by Robert;
the order grew and flourished, and by the end of the
twelfth century it was propagated throughout Europe.
In France and Germany they were frequently called
Bernardines, from the fact of Saint Bernard being con-
sidered their second founder. Their rule, described by
Steevens in his “ History of the Monasteries,” was very
strict; “they neither wear skins nor shirts, nor ever eat
fish nor eggs, nor milk, nor cheese, but only upon extra-
ordinary occasions, and when given to them in charity.
Their lay brothers, who live in the country round about
the abbey, drink no wine. All the brothers, both lay
and ecclesiastical, lie only on straw beds, in their tunics
and cowls; they rise at midnight, and spend the rest of
the night, till break of day, in singing God’s praises; and
having sung Prime and Mass, and confessed their faults
to the chapter, they spend the rest of the day in labour,
reading, or prayer, without ever giving way to sloth or
idleness, and in all those exercises they maintain strict
and continual silence, excepting during the hour which is
allowed them for spiritual conference. Their fasts are
continual, from the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy
Cross till Easter; and they exercise hospitality towards
‘ the poor with extraordinary charity.”” The rule of eating
no fish must in time have been relaxed, as at Bindon
Abbey (Dorset), a Cistercian foundation, are a number of
well-preserved fish ponds and stews in the precincts; and
at Medmenham there exists a chain of ponds, now much
filled with watercress, adjoining the high road, which doubt-
less were originally the monks’ reservoirs for fish; but
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as, before inns were established, it was the custom for the
nobles and their retinue to stay at the monasteries when
travelling, perhaps the fish was applied to the relief of
their appetites, instead of that of the poor monks! The
habit of the Cistercians was a white or grey frock or
cassock, and when beyond the walls of the monastery
a black cloak was worn over it. Very picturesque must
the white habits of the monks have appeared amongst the
green trees and by the blue river water. As the abbey was a
cell attached to Woburn and subordinate to its govern-
ment, the list of abbots i1s very imperfect ; these, however,
are known:— '

Roger, in 1256;

Peter, September 11th, 1295 ;

John de Medmenham, 1308 ;

After a long gap,

Richérd, 1521; John Talbot, last abbot, 1536;
when the abbey, being much reduced in funds, besought
to be annexed to Bisham Abbey, on the other side
of the river, in Berkshire, an Augustine foundation. There
was then only one monk, named Guy Strenshill, besides
the abbot, in the monastery ; and the Commissioners (zemep.
Henry VIIIL) sent to enquire into its revenues stated, “its
clere value is £20 0s. 2d., monks there two, and both
desyren to go to houses of religion; servants none, bells,
etc, worth £2 6s. 8d., the house wholly in ruin: the value
of the moveable goods, £1 3s. 8d.; wood none, debts
none.” The latter item speaks well for the monks, who
must have been in abject poverty. The advowson of the
parish church was in the gift of the abbots of Medmenham.
The abbot was also Epistolar of the Order of the Garter
at Windsor before the Reformation; his office was to
read the Epistle in the Communion Service at the Feast
of Saint George.

After the suppression of Bisham Abbey, June the
3oth, 1539, the lands of the monastery were granted to
a certain Richard Mone and others. After this it came to
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the family of Duffield, and James Duffield presented to
the living in 1563. The estate remained in the Duffield
family till 1779, was then purchased by John Morton,
Esq.,, Chief Justice of Chester, and was sold by his widow
to Robert Scott, Esq.,, in 1786, together with Danesfield.

The description of the ruins of the abbey, in 1718, by
Browne Willis, 1s as follows :—“The abbey house seems,
in most part of it, to have been built since the dissolution,
as doth the chapel at the end of the wings. There is no
painted glass or arms remaining in it. In the chapel, which
is a low tiled building paved with ordinary brick, lie some
marble carvings, being representations of our Saviour.
These arms are in the chapel : Argent, a cross gules, being
the arms of St. George at Windsor. They can give very
little or no account of the abbey, and no more is remem-

_bered to be standing than what now remains, which is
part of the north aisle. The church probably consisted
of a body and two side aisles and a chancel, and had a
tower at the west end. It seems to have been a neat,
stately building, well wrought with ashlar work, for the
four pillars remaining are very handsomely wrought, and
the windows are high and spacious. The length of the
part of the north aisle standing is sixteen yards, the
breadth four yards. The seal of the abbey was the effigies
of the blessed Virgin crowned, sitting on a splendid throne ;
in her bosom the venerable infant. The only impression
remaining is that of John, 1308, which is a neat oval seal,
with this inscription at the edge, ‘SFris Johis’
Mendham.” "* '

Since this description, by 1797, the chapel had dis-
appeared, only one pillar of the north aisle remains, this,
together with some parts at the back of the main building,
are all that can claim to be original ; the present tower and
cloisters have all been added on to the building. Within
the cloisters is a large room fitted up with coloured glass,

* This John was made Abbot of Chertsey in 1261. The seal is in the British
Museum.
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arms, etc, which probably was built by the sham monks,
of whose doings I must now give a mitigated account.

About the middle of the last century Sir Francis Dash-
wood, afterwards Lord Le Despencer, formed a club or
fraternity of his own familiar associates, calling themselves
the Franciscan Order, from the Christian name of their
leader, taking for their motto, “ Fay ce que voudras,” or
“ do as you like,” still to be seen inscribed over a square
ancient doorway behind the sham tower of the abbey,
facing towards the east. The names of the principal mem-
bers of this reckless community were—The Principal, Sir
Francis Dashwood, afterwards Lord Le Despencer; the
Earl of Sandwich, Hon. Bubb Doddington; Charles
Churchill, Paul Whitehead (poets), the latter secretary to
the club; Selwyn, John Wilkes, Robert Lloyd (also a poet),
Lord Melcombe Regis, Henry Lovibond Collins, Dr.
Benjamin Bates, Sir William Stanhope, Sir John Dash-
wood King, Sir John Aubrey, attendant a few times, but
too young to be admitted fully to the order of St. Francis.

This new confraternity, calling themselves monks of
St. Francis, but latterly known as the “Hell Fire Club,”
commenced preparing the remains of the old abbey to
suit their purposes. The workmen, brought from London,
who adorned and furnished the abbey, were kept strictly
within the doors, and when their work was finished were
hurried back to London; what servants there were were
prohibited all intercourse with the villagers and neighbour-
hood. In fact, they seem to have only had one female
servant, who was living when Thomas Langley, M.A,,
wrote the “History and Antiquities of the Hundred of
Desborough,” in 1797, and he says, “ after many enquiries,
I believe all their transactions may as well be buried in
oblivion.”

The mock Franciscans slept usually in cradles, and that
of John Wilkes was exhibited within the last few years.
Their rites have been described as “ Bacchic festivals,
Devil worship, and a mockery of all the rites of religion ” ;
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but may, we will hope, be perhaps painted in too vivid
colours in “ Chrysal, or the Adventures of a .Guinea,’
where, in vol iii, page 149, the description of *the
monastery ” is supposed to be that of Medmenham. This
has been of late frequently denied, but I have, as I write,
an old brown MS. book of Mrs. Lybbe Powys, who lived
near Medmenham, lying before me, and written in 1763,
in which she gives a list of some of the real characters in
* Chrysal,” and mentions “the monastery” as a descrip-
tion of Medmenham. This being almost contemporary
with the date of the break-up of the ‘Franciscan Brethren
is valuable evidence of the truth of the narrative. - Some
few details from “ Chrysal ” I proceed to give. From this
their meetings seem never to have lasted more than a
week at a time, nor more than twice in the year; in fact,
possibly nature could not endure more violation of her
laws. Anyhow, the servants were- always the same, but
dismissed when the meeting broke up, and an old man
and woman left to take care of the place, the old woman
probably being the same that Langley mentions. The
Superior built the edifice, but else his expenses were the
same as the rest, these being defrayed jointly.  Their
number was twelve, and they assumed the names of the
Apostles ; to these a similar number of an inferior order,
or probationers, was added, who performed most of the
menial offices, and were there to supply, it is stated,
vacancies by death or “reflection” ! Their habits were
white linen, like the original Cistercians. The walls and
ceilings were painted with gross emblems and portraits.
Although despising oaths, yet, strange anomaly! they were
bound by them! The story of the break-up in “ Chrysal ”
15 this: Two new members sought admission to a vacancy in
the upper twelve. The bell of the so-called chapel tolled,
and the members, dressed in white habits, assembled
within the chapel rails. The novices knocked three times
at the door, claiming admittance ; on entering, sweet music
was played, they approached the table at the end of the
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chapel where they made professions of principles, and
implored admittance to the order; suffrages were taken
from the members, but the Superior was appealed to to
give the casting vote ; he chose one, who was elected with
a shameful imitation of prayers and hymns. After this,
supper was served in the chapel, the inferior members
sitting below the salt. During the absence after supper
of the other members, the rejected novice, who was a pro-
bationer, and had the office of chapel-keeper, introduced
a big baboon, dressed like the Devil, which he had pre-
viously concealed in his cell; this beast he placed in a
large chest, which contained ornaments and dresses. A
cord connected with the lock of this chest he had previously
secreted under the carpet to his chair, and at the return
of the members, when the accepted candidate was repeating
a fresh declaration of faith, he pulled the cord, and the
animal, released, leaped out and jumped on to the table.
The rest of the members not seeing whence it came,
believed it to be the Devil himself, tumbled over each other
with fright; the newly admitted novice fell on his face
and lay sprawling on the floor, the baboon flew on his.
shoulders, clasped his neck, and gibbered in his ears; he,
struggling to release himself from the creature and recant-
ing all he had said before, lay in abject terror! The
perpetrator of the joke then opened a window, and the
creature escaped from it. One of the boldest of the
members looked up and perceived it was a baboon; he
then declared the fact, and the courage of the novice and
other members revived. However, the next day the
trick was found out, and great rage was shown to the
perpetrator, who, however, was forgiven by all but one
member, who had been his special butt. He argued, and
eventually the farceur was expelled. Meanwhile, before
the baboon was caught, some of the villagers saw it, and
scandal at once gave out the story of Devil worship. The:
society was obliged to dissolve the club, the abbey was
turned into a public pleasure resort, and the Superior, to
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allay suspicion, re-built the church of West Wycombe.
The Superior is described as full of vivacity, wit, and
humour, and it is to be hoped that some of the details of
“ Chrysal,” which cannot be entirely quoted in these pages,
are exaggerated.

The ordinary story of the final breaking-up is that an
ape they kept descended the chimney of the room they
were holding a carouse in, and his unexpected appearance
alarmed them so much that they renounced their belief ;
but the story as related in “ Chrysal” 1s much more likely
to be true.

There are other details of the society best buried in
oblivion. At least two of the members drank themselves
to death, and Wilkes’ last words are said to be, “ What a
fool I have been.” Sir Walter Scott, in his notice of
Johnstone, the author of “ Chrysal,” says, “but when all
exaggeration has been deducted, enough of truth will still
remain to incline the reader to congratulate himself that
these scenes have passed more than half a century before
his time.”

The Church, built by Lord Le Despencer, at West
Wycombe, is situated on a high hill. It is dedicated to
Saint Lawrence, and had a picture, outside, of the saint’s
martyrdom. The tower was completed on October 25th,
1701 ; the church entirely in 1763. It was built on the site
of an old church pulled down. A large ball on the spire
contains a room capable of seating twelve persons, but as
it is entered from outside by a ladder is only seldom visited.
The main body of the church is a room 6o ft. by 40 ft,
ceiling flat, painted in mosaics; under each plain sashed
window is a window-seat forming a cupboard. The
reading desk and pulpit are mahogany' armchairs, stand-
ing on chests of drawers, which pull out for steps, with
a kind of book-stand in front; the clerk’s desk is similar ;
the font stands very high in the centre of the church, the
size of a washing basin, in bronze, with four doves seated
‘on 1t, and a serpent climbing the stem. The chancel, which
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is narrow, contains a painted window of the Last Supper.
At the east end of the church, but separate, is a hexagonal
mausoleum, roofless, containing inside recesses and niches
for monuments and urns. It is dedicated to George Dod-
dington, Baron of Melcombe Regis. In an urn in this
mausoleum the heart of Paul Whitehead, secretary of
the Medmenham Mysteries, was deposited in 1757, being
bequeathed by him to his friend Lord Le Despencer. He
died December 3oth, 1774. A grand funeral procession,
with the Bucks Militia, and choristers singing, playing
flutes, French horns, bassoons, etc., was formed, the heart
enclosed in a marble urn, covered with crape. Three
volleys were discharged when the urn was placed in its
recess, and a merry time spent afterwards. On the urn was
described : —
¢¢ Unhallow’d hands this gem forbear,
No gems or Orient spoil
Lie here concealed, but—what’s niore rare—
A heart that knew no guile.”

The heart, enclosed in lead, was so frequently taken out
of the urn to show to visitors, that in 1839 it disappeared,
supposed to have been stolen and pocketed by one of
them. Near the church are some curious chalk caves,
excavated by Lord Le Despencer, with chalk columns, and
a stream, called by him the Styx, flowing through; in
these caves it is said some of the Medmenham mysteries
and meetings were held, after the dissolution of the club
at the abbey. For many years Medmenham Abbey
remained open to the public, and many a joyous band
met to picnic on the green lawn sloping to the river. When
first the writer of these pages knew it some cottagers lived
in a portion of the building, but when the Medmenham
Hotel was built, Mr. Johnson, the lessee, restored several
of the rooms to make a dependence for his hotel. Recently
Mr. Robert W. Hudson, having bought the property of
Danesfield and Medmenham, has closed it to the general
public. In October, 1896, a lead coffin was found on the
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site of the chapel, embedded in chalk, containing a
skeleton, the sex of which it was not possible to decide.
The one pillar mentioned before still exists, and some
parts of the building are undoubtedly ancient. The front
is decidedly modern, though even over this nature has
flung her ivy wreath, which gives an appearance of
antiquity. Many of the old cottages in the village are
partially built of stone, doubtless once forming a portion of
the abbey.
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BURNHAM ABBEY.
By J. E. FIELD, M.A.

BN the 18th day of April, 1266, there was a notable
gathering at the royal manor-house of Cippenham,
in the southern extremity of Buckinghamshire,
opposite the King’s Castle of Windsor. Cippen-
ham, sometimes written in the parish registers Sippenham
and Shippenham, is now an obscure hamlet in the parish
of Burnham; but in the reign of Henry IIL it was held
as a hunting-seat by his brother, the famous Richard, Earl
" of Cornwall. On this occasion Richard himself came there
from his Castle of Wallingford, with his two sons, Henry
and Edmund. The King of England himself was there
also, and his son, Prince Edward ; and Bishop Giffard, of
Bath, the Lord Chancellor of England. The bishop of
the diocese was there from Lincoln, and the Bishop of
Coventry and Lichfield, and certain gentlemen of the
neighbourhood. The occasion of the gathering was the
endowment of the abbey which Richard had newly founded
on the lands of his manor.

There was none at this period whose influence in the
kingdom exceeded or even equalled that of Earl Richard.
His ability and strength of character was in marked con-
trast with his brother’s weak disposition; and, in addition
to his princely-rank, his vast wealth gave him a prominence
far beyond any of the nobles. As Earl of Cornwall and
Count of Poitou he possessed large estates both in England
and in France; and for a time, before the birth of Prince
Edward, he had held also the Duchy of Guienne. He
refused the crown of Sicily, which was offered to him by
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Pope Innocent IV.; and shortly afterwards, in 1257, he
was elected by the princes of the German Diet to the
headship of the Holy Roman Empire in succession to
Frederic II, and was crowned King of the Romans at
Aix-la-Chapelle ; but he never proceeded to Rome for the
subsequent coronation, by the hands of the Pope, which
would have bestowed upon him the title and dignity of
"Emperor. His munificence was not less remarkable than
his wealth, and he was a liberal benefactor of the Church.
In 1246, he founded the important Abbey of Hales, in
Gloucestershire, for Cistercian monks, endowing it with
large revenues; and when, twenty-five years later, it was
destroyed by fire, he renovated it at an expense not far
less than that which the original foundation had cost him.
When he died at his castle of Berkhamstead, in 1272,
Hales Abbey became his burial-place. In the meantime,
after frequent efforts to mediate between the king and the
barons, he fought on his brother’s side, and was taken
prisoner when the royal forces were defeated at the battle
of Lewes in 1264. For nine months he was a captive,
but was able to use his influence in favour of peace; and
after he regained his liberty the foundation of the house
of Augustinian nuns at Burnham is said to have been his
thankoffering.

At his manor of Cippenham, on the date above-named,
“Richard, by the grace of God King of the Romans, ever
Augustus,” set his seal to the foundation-charter, of which
King Henry and the assembled princes, prelates, and
gentlemen werfe witnesses. By it he granted “to God
and blessed Mary, and to the monastery of Burnham which
he had caused to be founded, and the nuns there serving
God and their successors, in free and perpetual alms, for
the health of his soul and the souls of his predecessors, the
Kings of England,” the manor of Burnham, with all its
appurtenances and rights and the advowson of the church,
and also certain portions of the rights and possessions that
pertained to his manor of Cippenham, “ to be held by the
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said nuns freely and entirely without any reservation to
himself and his heirs” The gift was expressly freed
“from all classes of courts, from royal service, and from
other secular demands all and singular, saving due and
customary ward of the Castle of Wyndelsore.”

The donor reserved to himself a remainder of the
manorial rights of Cippenham, mentioning expressly some
land which had been John de Boveneye’s “in Stoukes "—
doubtless Stoke Poges. The first great benefactor of the
abbey in subsequent times was Sir John de Molins,
treasurer to King Edward III, who had obtained the
manor of Stokes by his marriage with the heiress, Egidia
Poges, and bestowed it upon the abbey in 1338, providing
for a priest to serve there “for the good estate of himself
and Egidia his wife” at the altar of St. Catharine. He
gave also the neighbouring manors of Bulstrode and
Beaconsfield, and that of Silverton in Northamptonshire.
The next year Roger le Strange endowed the abbey still
further with the manors of Holmer and Little Missenden.

In 1534, the last abbess but one accepted the king’s
supremacy. No fault could be found with the house, and
favourable terms were allowed. Five years later it was
dissolved, the last abbess and nine sisters receiving
pensions. Its dependents were two priests, twenty-one
hinds, and fourteen serving women.

The site was granted to William Tyldsley, and his
widow conveyed it by marriage to Paul Wentworth, who
converted the buildings into a dwelling-house and came
to reside here in 1574. Through the seventeenth century
a building known as “ the abbey barn ” seems to have been
used as a workhouse for vagrants; for the parish registers
record the burials of poor persons who died in it and the
baptisms of children who were born there. The dwelling-
house had ceased to be occupied in the early part of the
eighteenth century, the buildings being used only for farm-
ing purposes; and eventually a modern farmhouse was
built near them.
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The plan was apparently a quadrangle, entered from the
west ; though only the north and east sides remain. The
church was on the south side, where its place has been
occupied by a wooden barn, suggesting the idea that the
Abbey-barn already mentioned may have been itself the
dismantled church. All that now remains of it is to be
seen on the south wall of the building which it adjoined.
This wall was extended eastward as well as westward ;
and its eastward extremity shows the moulded jamb of a
lofty window looking northward.  Next there is a fine
«canopied niche, like a sedile, with its mouldings and tracery
defaced ; possibly designed as a seat for the abbess. Part
-of a trefoil-headed stoup remains, where the wall i1s broken
off and formed into a rude buttress at the western angle;
probably just within the entrance from the cloister. There
1s also a blocked doorway, with circular head, and with the
decorated string-course carried across it; proving that
the church had been added to the buildings at a later date
and on a scale of greater magnificence. It was probably
of the date of Sir John de Molins’ benefaction, when it
could boast of at least a second altar. Traces of a cloister
can be detected along the west front of the principal line
of buildings, and at the central point of that line is a good
Early English doorway opening into the Chapter-house.
This, which has acquired the name of the “ Long Chamber,”
and measures thirty-three feet by twenty feet, projects
beyond the adjoining rooms eastward, where it is lighted
by three narrow lancets with another looking southward.
Between it and the church, with another pointed doorway
from the cloister, is a small room which may have been the
Sacristy. On the other side a third doorway of the same
character opens into a more important room, carried north-
ward to a length of forty-nine feet, called by tradition the
Refectory, now much ruined, but showing large windows
east and north, a little lancet into the cloister, and a fire-
place in the south-east angle. A doorway leads on north-
ward into a room with two narrow lancets on the west,
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and with remains of a passage, or perhaps a large drain,
beneath it ; thought to be a larder, or otherwise connected
with the kitchen; but traditionally it is “the Dungeon,”
and iron fetters are said to have been found in it; so that
possibly it was the village lock-up when the church became
the casual ward. The domestic buildings forming the
northern side of the quadrangle are the portion which bears
the largest marks of Wentworth’s alterations. It is now
a mere ruin, occupied by cattle-sheds. It had a doorway
into the refectory, and near this is a large fireplace, chiefly
of Tudor work, but retaining the jamb-shafts of Early
English date; whence it is supposed to be the nuns’
kitchen. The ground north of it is known as the still-
garden. There remains one other ruinous building,
detached from the group at the north-east angle, and
called the “Lady Chapel” It has two lancet windows at
the west, and a Tudor fireplace at the east, where an altar
may have stood, and a Tudor upper-storey added. Possibly
the traditional name means that it was a private oratory
of the abbess. A doorway apparently opened from it on
the still-garden, and another on a plot known as “the
nuns’ burial-ground,” which lies between the outer wall and
an inner moat protecting the eastern side of the precincts.
One other fragmentary ruin called “the Tower,” in the
neighbouring orchard, was perhaps a detached belfry; for
the survey taken at the surrender mentions bells, which -
together with the lead were valued at £40 16s. 8d. -
The locality and the changes that have passed over
it demand notice. The present high road passes between
Cippenham and Burnham, missing both, and missing every
other ancient village along the nine miles of its course
through Buckinghamshire ; for it evidently hdd no exist-
ence before Maidenhead Bridge was built at the close of
the thirteenth century. The older way can still be traced,
diverging near Langley Maries, through the Saxon Upton,
whence it followed along the foot of the rising ground
and the edge of the marsh, passing through Cippenham

C
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to the ancient ford at Bray, the Roman Bibracte. The
charter mentions “the wood of La Strete,” implying the
existence of a Roman highway. From Upton to Cippen-
ham this is a good road still, but it only continues westward
as a footpath and a field-way; and on this, less than half
a mile from Cippenham, stands the abbey.

Again, a primitive track-way can plainly be made out,
leading northward in a direct course from the ancient
wharf at Boveney, through Cippenham, and along the
eastern outskirt of Burnham, towards Beaconsfield, the
ancient “felling of the beeches.” Thus Cippenham is at
the crossing of these tracks, and its original importance
is at once explained. It was the “chipping-ham,” or
marketing village, before Burnham superseded it. The
road from south to north was long ago diverted westward
by the abbey and through Burnham; for the market-tolls
of Burnham on the one side and the mill and fishery of
Boveney on the other side had become the property of
the abbess and her sisters. The royal manor-house at
Cippenham had ceased to exist, and its importance as a
centre of life and influence in the district had passed over
to the abbey.
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THE SO-CALLED UNCORRUPT HAND OF
SAINT JAMES, THE APOSTLE.

By MRs. EMILY ]J. CLIMENSON.

Bl OME eight years ago, accompanied by some rela-
tions and friends, I spent a day at Medmenham,
Buckinghamshire. After a picnic at the abbey, we
walked up to Danesfield, at that time the beautiful
seat of Mr. Scott Murray. We asked to see the chapel,
one of Pugin’s last efforts, and said to be one of his ckef
d'eeuvres. Our request was acceded to, and passing
through a long corridor leading from the house, adorned
with many interesting religious objects and pictures, we
entered a most ornate and beautifully proportioned build-
ing. The roof and walls were elaborately painted in
various colours, and a very fine coloured east window
surmounted a most splendidly carved reredos, adorned with
several figures. The altar, which was approached by four
steps, consisted of various kinds of precious marbles and
inlaid stones, and was supported by four pillars; under this
was an ark-shaped shrine containing, as far as I recollect,
the bones of Saint Constantine. Seeing this reminded me
that I had read of a relic possessed by the Scott Murray
family called the Hand of Saint James the Apostle, said
to have been dug up in Reading Abbey, and believed to-
be the same relic for which Henry 1. specially founded and
endowed that once magnificent monastic establishment. 1
expressed to the attendant a great desire to see this, and
after a little hesitation she said she would ask the priest,
who was in the house, if we might see it. Permission was.
given, and unlocking a cupboard she lifted out a crystal
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casket, standing on a velvet stand, wherein we saw the
relic, a perfectly shaped, small, plump left hand, with taper
fingers, and almond-shaped nails; the flesh was a clear
brown colour, the veins showing distinctly on the back of
the hand ; the fingers were curved as if holding an object,
but none was shown with it. The extremely pointed
fingers were suggestive of the theory of palmists, that
pointed fingers always indicate an extremely religious or
highly artistic nature. The hand was so small that it
might well have belonged to a woman; nevertheless, I
have seen Asiatic men with equally small hands and as
pointed fingers, and if the relic is what it is professed to
be the Eastern type would naturally be prominent. I
held the case in my hand and took a minute survey.
Some seven years ago (1894), when Danesfield was to be
sold, I re-visited the chapel, then not being used for Mass,
but the relics and fittings were still there ; and again I saw
the hand. It struck me it had slightly shrunk since I had
first seen it. Danesfield has been sold to Mr. R. W. Hudson
since this. Mr. Scott Murray presented the relic on April
15th, 1896, to Canon Bernard Smith, of the Mission Roman
Catholic Church (Saint Peter’s), at Great Marlow, Bucks,
founded by Mr. Scott Murray’s father some fifty-one
years ago.* The Rev. Bernard Smith succeeded the late
Father, John Morris, S.J, at Marlow, in 1853, whose
history of the relic I shall presently quote from. To begin
with the history of the hand as a possession of Reading
Abbey. The foundations of the abbey were begun to be
laid by Henry I. in 1121; the date of the first charter is
1125. In this no mention of the hand is made, but the
abbey is dedicated to the blessed Virgin Mary and Saint
John. The monastic buildings and mill were first built,
then the church; this latter was not fully finished and
consecrated till 1163-4, in the reign of Henry II. Dugdale
gives, from the Harleian MSS. in the British Museum, the
letter of King Henry I. that accompanied the gift of the

* The relic was conv;.yé(“i. to Marlow by Father Joseph Tonks.
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hand to the abbey, extracted from the Reading registers,
which translated is as follows :—"“ Henry, King of England
and Duke of Normandy, to the abbot and convent of
Reading greeting. Know that the glorious hand of blessed
James the Apostle, which the Empress Matilda, my
daughter, gave me on her return from Germany (de
Allemannia), I, at her request, do send to you, and give
for ever to the church of Reading; wherefore I command
you to receive it with all veneration, and that you and they
who come after you take care to show it in the church of
Reading all the honour and reverence that you can, as is
due to so great a relic of so great an Apostle” Father
Morris was of opinion that- the gift was made in the
year 1133, seven years after the return of the Empress
Matilda to England, she having brought it, together with
the Crown jewels, to England. I quote how the Empress
became possessed of the hand from the paper in
“The Month,” February, 1882, vol. xxv. of the third
series, page 272, written by Father Morris:—"“ From the
chronicles of the Bishops of Hamburg, Paul, Bishop of
Altino, a city situated between Padua and Concordia,
abandoned his See about A.D. 640, and accompanied by
the Catholic population, sought safety from the Barbarian
invasion in the Island of Torcello. They carried their
church treasure and the bodies of Saints Theomistus,
Traba, Rabata, Liberalis, and the Hand of Saint James.
Severinus, the Pope, confirmed the transfer of the See of
Altino to Torcello in the person of Maurice, successor to
Paul, who died a month after his arrival in Torcello. Four
hundred years after, in 1040, Adalbert, Archbishop of
Bremen and Bishop of Hamburg, after the election of
Pope Clement II, returned from Italy bringing with him
. the hand of Saint James, which had been given to him by
Vitale Ursiolo, Bishop of Torcello. At Adalbert’s death
nothing was found in his treasury but his books, his relics,
and his sacred vestments. These were assigned fo the
Emperor Henry IV, and the hand of Saint James was
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thenceforth kept with the Imperial Regalia till the death
of the Emperor Henry V., in 1123, when his widow, the
Empress Matilda, daughter of our Henry I, brought it
to England” Hoveden, who lived at the beginning of
the thirteenth century, called it the “incorrupt hand.”
He states :—* Rex vero anglicorum, Henricus pre graudio
manus beati Jacobi Apostoli, allata adeum per Matildum
Emperatricum, fillam suam, fundavit nobilem abbatium de
Redinges et eam muitis dilavit, et in ea Manum beati
Jacobi, Apostoli posuit.” Though given in 1133 to Read-
g, it is possible that it was not formally placed therein
till the completion and consecration of the abbey, 1163-1,
which may have caused Matthew Paris to affirm that
Henry II. restored it to the abbey. Though there is no
notice of the Crown jewels being reclaimed by the Emperor
Frederick I. of Germany, yet he was anxious to obtain the
restitution of the sacred hand, as is proved by this letter
of King Henry II. to him:—* Of the hand of Saint James,
of which you have written to us, we have put our answer
into the mouth of Master Herbert, and of William, our
clerk. Witness, Thomas, the Chancellor, at Northampton.”
This was, of course, Thomas a Becket, of Canterbury, he
being made Chancellor in 1155. Man’s “ History of Read-
ing,” written in 1815, states that the Bishop of Winchester
took the hand of Saint James away, after Henry I’s
death, but as the Reading monks were so dissatisfied he-
had to restore it. However this may be, we may feel
sure when in summer, 1163-4, Thomas a Becket, then
Archbishop of Canterbury, consecrated the abbey church
in Reading the hand would be in the church. Though in
the first charter the dedication of the abbey was to the
Virgin and Saint John, the abbey arms were these: on
one side the seal the Virgin seated between Saint James
and Saint John; on the other the founder, Henry I, was
represented crowned and holding his sceptre, the abbey
on his left, between Saint Peter and Saint Paul. At the
consecration of the abbey church Henry II. gave a fair to
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be held annually on Saint James’ Day, and for three days
after. The abbey was endowed by both Henry I. and
Henry II. with the most extensive privileges and
immunities, and the abbot sat in Parliament as a Mitred
Abbot. The first abbot of Reading, Hugh, of Lewes,
attended Henry L in his last illness, and administered the
holy offices of the church to him when dying. The hand
was enshrined in gold, but Richard I. removed the gold
case to assist his expenses when preparing for the
Crusades; on John's accession he restored yearly one
mark of gold sufficient to cover the hand of Saint James.
This was changed by Henry III. to ten mar